
 
 

 
SAMPLE   Letter   to   the   Editor   

 
Growing   and   Maintaining   Strong   Families   May   is   National   Foster   Care   Awareness   Month,   a   time  
to   highlight   the   importance   of   foster   care   and   acknowledge   foster   parents,   family   members,  
child   welfare   professionals   and   members   of   the   community   working   together   to   ensure  
children   and   teens   who   have   experienced   abuse   and   neglect   have   the   support   they   need   to  
thrive.   
 
Here   in    XX   COMMUNITY   NAME,   we   are   marking   the   month   by   [DISCUSS   YOUR   EFFORTS   TO  
CELEBRATE   NATIONAL   FOSTER   CARE   MONTH   DURING   MAY   AND   YOUR   ORGANIZATION]   
 
All   children   are   resilient.   Even   when   they’ve   experienced   adverse   childhood   experiences,  
such   as   abuse   or   neglect,   they   can   overcome   and   reach   their   full   potential   with   help   and  
support   from   a   dedicated   foster   parent.   Foster   families   provide   a   safe,   temporary   home   for  
kids   whose   parents   need   time   to   learn   new   skills   and   address   safety   concerns.   
 
Each   day   in   Colorado   approximately   11   children   and   teens   enter   foster   care.    Currently,   there  
are   4,502   children   and   teens   in   out-of   home   placement,   such   as   kinship   or   foster   family,  
group   home   or   other   congregate   setting.   
 
Unfortunately,   Colorado   is   experiencing   a   shortage   of   foster   parents.   We   need   foster   parents  
in   every   community,   especially   parents   who   are   willing   to   care   for   children   with   complex  
behavioral   and   mental   health   needs,   sibling   groups   and   children   whose   first   language   is   not  
English.   
 
Counties   and   child   placement   agencies   are   continuing   to   recruit   and   certify   new   foster  
families   and   offer   training   and   recertification   to   current   foster   families   during   the  
COVID-19   pandemic.   Many   counties   and   child   placement   agencies   are   holding  
informational   sessions   and   training   courses   online.  
 
Everyone   can   get   involved,   and   you   don’t   have   to   be   perfect   to   be   a   perfect   parent.   You   must  
be   at   least   21   years   old   or   older   and   ready   to   make   a   difference   in   a   child’s   or   teen’s   life   at   a  
time   when   they   need   you   the   most.  
 
•   You   can   be   single   or   married.   
•   You   can   own   your   home   or   rent.   



 
 
•   You   can   all   genders,   sexual   orientations   or   have   any   gender   expression.  
•   You   can   be   a   first-time   parent   or   an   experienced   parent.   
 
Today,   I   ask   you   to   consider   how   you   can   make   a   difference   in   the   life   of   a   child   or   family   in  
your   community.   It   could   be   as   simple   as   researching   the   foster   care   needs   in   your   community  
and   reaching   out   to   your   local   agency   to   see   how   you   can   help   a   family   in   need.   Take   the   first  
step   by   attending   an   information   meeting   during   National   Foster   Care   Awareness   Month   this  
May   in    COUNTY/COMMUNITY   NAME    –   it   will   be   worth   your   time.   
 
Of   course,   anyone   concerned   about   the   safety   and   well-being   of   a   child   should   never   hesitate  
to   call   the   Colorado   Child   Abuse   and   Neglect   hotline   at   844-CO-4-Kids.   Calling   to   share  
concerns   can   provide   the   support   a   family   needs   to   overcome   difficult   circumstances.  
Colorado   has   programs   and   services   that   strengthen   families,   prevent   abuse   and   neglect,   aid  
caregivers   struggling   with   adversity   and   promote   positive   parenting.   Anyone   interested   in  
learning   more   and   getting   involved   can   visit   CO4Kids.org.  


