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● Children   are   resilient.   Even   when   they’ve   experienced   adverse   childhood  

experiences,   such   as   abuse   or   neglect,   they   can   overcome   and   reach   their   full  
potential   with   help   and   support   from   a   dedicated   foster   parent.   
 

● Whenever   possible,   county   human   services   agencies   try   to   ensure   the   safety   of  
the   child(ren)   in   their   own   home   by   connecting   parents   and   caregivers   with  
support   and   services.   Being   removed   from   your   home   can   be   a   scary   experience  
for   a   child,   one   that   caseworkers   try   to   avoid   if   at   all   possible.  

 
● Each   day   in   Colorado,   approximately   11   children   or   teens   enter   foster   care  

because   their   parents   need   time   to   learn   new   skills   and   address   safety  
concerns.  

 
● Last   year,   8,837   children   and   teens   lived   in   an   out-of-home   placement   like   a  

foster   family,   group   home   or   residential   treatment   center   for   their   safety.  
Today   in   Colorado,   there   are   approximately   4,502   children   and   teens   in  
out-of-home   placement.  

 
● If   it   is   not   possible   to   ensure   the   safety   and   well-being   of   a   child   in   their   own  

home,   a   caseworker   looks   to   family   or   friends   willing   to   provide   a   temporary  
home   while   the   parent   or   caregiver   works   to   improve   the   situation   at   home.  
These   families   are   known   as   "kinship   families.”   As   of   December   2019,   there  
were   approximately   1,452   children   and   teens   living   with   a   kinship   family,   and  
there   were   approximately   3,636   children   and   teens   living   with   a   foster   family.   

 
● An   additional   613   children   and   teens   are   living   in   a   congregate   setting,   such   as  

a   residential   treatment   center   or   a   group   home.   Many   of   these   613   children   and  
teens   are   ready   to   live   with   a   foster   family,   where   they   are   better   able   to   heal  



 
from   their   past   traumatic   experiences,   but   no   foster   family   is   available   to   care  
for   them.  

● Today   in   Colorado,   there   are   2,372   certified   kinship   and   foster   families.   

● Colorado   needs   foster   parents   in   every   community,   especially   parents   who   are  
willing   to   care   for   children   with   complex   behavioral   and   mental   health   needs,  
sibling   groups   and   children   whose   first   language   is   not   English.  
 

● Foster   parents   provide   a   temporary   home   while   a   child’s   parent(s)   or  
caregiver(s)   address   safety   concerns.   

 
● Colorado   needs   foster   parents   to   help   us   support   family   reunification   and   who  

are   willing,   when   possible,   to   support   biological   family   members.   This   support  
could   come   in   the   form   of   sending   Mother’s   Day   or   Father’s   Day   cards,   texting  
updates   about   school   or   activities,   supervising   visitation   if   the   county   approves  
or   encouraging   regular   phone   calls.   
 

● Last   year,   county   human   services   agencies   served   20,260   children   and   their  
families.   More   than   70%   of   these   children   and   teens   were   able   to   continue  
living   at   home   while   their   parents   learned   new   skills   and   addressed   safety  
concerns.   

 
● Collaboration   at   the   state   and   local   level   with   local   county   human   service  

agencies,   child   placement   agencies,   community   partners   and   school   districts   is  
taking   shape   to   target   efforts   to   recruit   foster   parents   from   areas   where  
children   are   from   to   avoid   a   school   change   while   they   are   temporarily   living   in  
a   foster   home.    
 

● In   addition,   targeted   efforts   are   also   focused   on   recruiting   foster   parents   that  
mirror   the   ethnicity   of   the   children   and   teens   who   are   in   foster   care   or   in  
another   out-of-home   placement.   There   is   a   significant   need   in   Colorado   to  
increase   the   number   of   foster   parents   from   Hispanic   and   African   American  
communities,   as   well   as   families   with   Native   American   heritage.   

 
How   many   foster   parents   are   needed   in   Colorado?  



 
 
The   need   for   foster   parents   varies   by   county.  
 
In   addition   to   an   overall   increase   in   the   number   of   foster   parents,   we   need   foster  
parents   who   are   able   to   meet   the   needs   of   children   and   families   in   every   community.  
This   could   mean   foster   parents   who   are   comfortable   caring   for   medically   fragile  
infants;   have   the   experience   and   patience   to   parent   children   and   teens   with   complex  
emotional,   behavioral   and   mental   health   needs;   and   are   supportive   of   the   goal   of  
foster   care   -   to   reunify   with   parents,   caregivers   or   other   biological   family   members.   

 
General   Key   messages   regarding   foster   care   and   adoption  
 

● You   don’t   have   to   be   a   perfect   to   be   a   perfect   parent.   

o You   can   be   single   or   married.  

o You   can   own   or   rent   a   house   or   apartment.   

o You   can   be   all   sexual   orientations,   gender   identities   or   gender  
expressions.  

o It   does   NOT   matter   if   you   are   older   or   young.  

o Never   been   a   parent   or   experienced   parent.  

● ALL   that   matters   is   that   you   are   at   least   21   years   or   older   and   that   you  
are   ready   to   make   a   difference   in   a   child   or   teen’s   life   at   a   time   when  
they   need   you   the   most.   

● Foster   care   is   a   temporary   safe   place   for   kids   to   live   while   their   family  
addresses   safety   concerns.   Family   reunification   is   the   primary   goal   for  
kids   who   are   in   foster   care.    

Adoption  

● Most   kids   who   are   adopted   from   the   foster   care   system   are   adopted   by  
their   foster   parents.   



 
● We   also   need   help   finding   families   for   the   425   kids   in   the   foster   care  

system   waiting   to   be   adopted   today.   Most   of   the   kids   waiting   are   older  
teens   or   siblings   groups   that   we   really   don’t   want   to   see   split   up.   
 

● Adoption   from   foster   care   has   little   to   NO   cost.   

● There   is   also   high   demand   for   families   for   older   teens   and   sibling   groups.   

● To   learn   more   about   fostering   or   adopting   in   Colorado   and   find   local  
opportunities   to   get   involved   in   your   community,   visit   co4kids.org   

 

● To   meet   some   of   the   kids   and   teens   waiting   to   be   adopted   visit   the  
Colorado   Heart   Gallery   at   coheartgallery.org    

 


