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Wednesday, September 26 
 

10:30AM - 11AM 
Opening Remarks 

Lt. Governor Donna Lynne & Executive Director Reggie Bicha 

11AM - 12:30PM 
Responding to ACEs with HOPE  - Health Outcomes of Positive Experiences 

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Bob Sege 

12:30PM - 1:30PM LUNCH & NETWORKING 

1:30PM - 3PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #1 

3PM - 3:30PM Break 

3:30PM - 5PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #2 

TBD EVENING ACTIVITIES 

 

Thursday, September 27th 
   

7:00AM – 8:00AM BREAKFAST 

8:30AM – 10AM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #3 

10:30AM – 12PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #4 

12PM – 1PM LUNCH & NETWORKING 

1PM – 2:30PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #5 

2:30PM – 3:00PM Break 

3:00PM – 4:30PM KEYNOTE - Dr. Sarah Watamura 

TBD EVENING ACTIVITIES 

   

Friday, September 28 
  

7:00AM – 8:00AM BREAKFAST 

8:30AM – 10AM BREAKOUT SESSIONS #6 

10:30AM – 12PM 
Invest in HOPE—The Power of Being Good Enough  

Keynote Speaker, Corey Best 

12PM – 12:30PM LUNCH & CLOSING 
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Breakout #1 – 9/26/18, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 
Title Description Presenters 

Putting Power Behind Your Message: A Shared 
Communication Strategy for Colorado (Part 1)  

Learn about the research behind the Shared Message Bank and attend a showcase of examples 
of how it is being used in our state. 

Hanna Nichols & 
Kendra Dunn 

Conversation Guide for Professionals on 
Substance Use, Children and Families (Part 1) 

Illuminate Colorado has developed a Conversation Guide for professionals that provides 
direction on strengths based conversations with families on substances and substance use, 
including sections on safe storage, safe and engaged caregiving, and the Protective Factors.  

Illuminate Staff 

One Family, One Plan – Arapahoe County's Two 
Generational Model 

Arapahoe County is teaming the work with families who come to the attention of protective 
services to assure that a rigorous and balanced assessment is conducted taking into account the 
protective and economic needs of both the parent and the child(ren) and often times extended 
into multi-generations. 

Angela Lytle & 
Robert Prevost 

Overview of the Strengthening Families 
Protective Factors Framework 

In the Introduction Course of the Bringing the Protective Factors to Life In Your Work training 
you will have the opportunity to explore all five protective factors and learn about seven 
program strategies that help families to build those protective factors. 

Aaron Miller 

How to Build Rapport – With Just About Anyone! Identify your communication patterns and practice rapport-building strategies to not only get 
along, but to get things done - and thrive! 

Lisa Olcese 

Promoting Family Participation and Increasing 
Family Leadership at Community, State and 
National Levels to Ensure the Well-Being of 
Children and Families 

A panel of parent leaders will share stories of their journey forward from leaders in their 
families evolving into leaders within their communities to leadership roles that reach across CO 
and beyond.  

Princess Mack 

Science of Vroom Learn how the science of Vroom turns routine, shared moments into brain building moments 
and makes it easy for parents to have a positive impact on their children’s brain development. 

Andy Lubansky 

Unveiling Colorado’s Framework for Addressing 
Child and Family Trauma Across the Child-, 
Youth-, and Family-Serving Systems 

This workshop will present Colorado’s Statewide Trauma Responsive Theory of Change, which 
was developed by a group of stakeholders and experts to create alignment and integration of 
approaches to address the trauma-based needs of children, families, and communities. 

Ashley Brock-Baca & 
Antonia Airozo 

Elevating the Family Voice in Systems Change 
Work through Two-Generation Leadership 
Development and Civic Engagement Programs 

Learn about how the Family Leadership Training Institute of Colorado, a two-generation 
leadership and civics training for family and youth leaders, is including the family voice in 
systems and policy change initiatives. 
 

Kyle Christensen & 
Patti Schmitt 
 

Somos Unidos: Enhancing Protective Factors in 
Latinas Through a Dyadic Prevention Group 

This presentation will provide an overview of “Somos Unidos” a culturally responsive 
prevention group adapted from the Partners in Parenting Education (PIPE) curriculum that was 
developed for Latina mothers who are pregnant & for those with infants, ages birth through 3. 

Dr. Alexandra M. 
Alfonso & Dr. 
Michelle Roy 

Breakout #2 – 9/26/18, 3:30 – 5:00 pm 
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Title Description Presenters 

Putting Power Behind Your Message: A Shared 
Communication Strategy for Colorado (Part 2)  

Continuation of Part 1 Hanna Nichols & 
Kendra Dunn 

Conversation Guide for Professionals on 
Substance Use, Children and Families (Part 2) 

Continuation of Part 1 Illuminate Staff 

Looking Deeper:  Tools and Concepts To Achieve 
Greater Insight and Intervention 
 

This session will use lessons learned from one local county’s internal reviews of child fatalities, 
near fatalities and egregious harm cases to help child welfare professionals learn to gather an 
accurate picture of the history in order to better prepare for and inform the assessment/case, 
and to deepen the understanding of how history should impact our interventions.   

Michelle Dossey 
 

Community Showcase: Strengthening Families 
Protective Factors in Action 

Communities implementing the Strengthening Families Protective Factors in Action will share 
highlights of their programs and lessons learned. 

Panel Presentation 
 

Working From The Heart:  How Reflective 
Practice Supports Who We Are & What We Do 
 

Our time together will be spent talking about the diverse mix of feelings that comes from sitting 
with and providing support for individuals and families experiencing stress and/or trauma, 
reflective practice, and the impact it has on leaders, supervisors, providers, and families. 

Sarah McNamee 
 

Parents as Leaders and Advocates Parent leadership requires time and effort from the organizations they represent and is 
successfully achieved through effective partnerships, shared responsibility and expertise. 

Jennifer Richardson 
& Chandra 
DeSimone 

Child Support Services Helping Parents Succeed 
Through a Two Generational Approach 

Over the past five years a transformation has taken hold through a demonstration grant, 
CoPep, and a diligent and sure approach to changing policy and process in the creation of a 2 
generational effort within the Child Support Service's basic service delivery system.  

Keri Batchelder, Dan 
Welch, & Wisler 
Jacquecin 
 

Integration of ACEs into Parenting Education This workshop with look at how incorporation of ACEs into parenting education produces 
positive results.  

Kathy Orr & Colleen 
Batchelor 

Building Colorado’s System of Care: A Multi-
Generational Approach 

Attendees will learn about an evidence-based approach to serving children with complex needs 
and their families. In high-fidelity wraparound, the family is supported to identify prioritized 
needs & develop self-efficacy using an integrated network of professional and natural supports. 

Ashley Brock-Baca & 
Justine Miracle 
 

Healthy Mommies- Healthy Babies This workshop will provide an overview of PMADs as well as their impacts on mothers, the 
parent-child relationship, child and family functioning. Also, how to start conversations with 
families and resources that are available to support mothers locally and nationally. 

Dr. Alexandra M. 
Alfonso & Kelly 
Stainback 

 

 

Breakout #3 – 9/27/18, 8:30 – 10:00 am 
Title Description Presenters 
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How Policy and Advocacy Can Help Us Make 
Colorado a Better Place to Raise Young Children 

Join Clayton Early Learning and the Colorado Children’s Campaign to learn how to most 
effectively share your expertise and perspectives with policymakers who are making decisions 
about policies and investments on behalf of young children across the state.  

Christina Walker, 
Jacy Montoya Price, 
& Sarah Barnes 

Prenatal Substance Exposure: Opportunities 
Across the Lifespan 

During this session, attendees will learn about prenatal substance exposure and the 
opportunities to prevent and intervene before pregnancy, during pregnancy, at birth, 
immediately postpartum, and throughout childhood/adolescence 

Jillian Adams 

Strengthening Child Welfare Families Through 
Cross System Collaboration & DANSR Approach 

Presenters will provide an overview of the DANSR approach, specific information regarding 
cross system collaboration efforts and implementation at the state and local levels.  

Jenna Quigley & 
Gretchen Russo 

An Overview of the Standards of Quality for 
Family Strengthening and Support 

This is an overview of the origin, development process, structure, implementation, and content 
of the Standards Quality for Family Strengthening & Support.  

Teri Haymond & 
Anna Michaels 

A New Paradigm: Innate Health for Sustained 
Resilience and Well Being (Part 1) 

Part I will focus on the Principles that explain the nature of innate mental well-being and 
resilience and how an understanding of this becomes an antidote for stress for all people.  

Mary Martin, 
Christine Heath, 
Judy Sedgeman 

Family Engagement WITH us, not TO us This presentation will highlight the unique aspects and implementation of the YouthPower365 
Parent Mentor program, as well as its evaluation through the various perspectives of program 
management, Parent Mentor participants and community partners.  

Kendra Cowles & 
Melina Valsecia-
Monreal 

Nurturing Healthy Sexual Development (Part 1) Designed for parents, teachers, early childhood educators, childcare providers, home visitors, 
and community members, the workshop addresses the following topics: Normal sexual 
development in children, the range of sexual behaviors, facts and myths about abuse, 
answering children’s questions, and responding to sexual behavior in children. 

Certified NHSD 
Trainer 

Understanding and Healing Trauma: An 
Orientation to Trust-Based Relational 
Intervention® 

This presentation will orient participants to Trust-Based Relational Intervention®, an evidence-
based, research-based, trauma-informed, and developmentally respective caregiving model 
aimed at healing and attachment for children with histories of complex developmental trauma. 

Jill Crewes 
 

Learning With Love: Implementation and 
Findings on a 2-Gen Approach for Latino Families 
in Rural Colorado (Part 1) 

Research findings will illustrate how this 2-Gen program for Latino parents and their children 0-
3, that is co-located in the neighborhoods with a free mobile preschool program, prevents 
neglect, increases access to medical care/well child visits, increases parent understanding of 
child development, education, and parent self-care. 

Elaine Grossman, 
Amanda Tamburro, 
Morgan Jacober, Dr. 
Sara Anne Tompkins 

Elevating Hope and Reducing Child Maltreatment 
Through Father Engagement 

This workshop will address the unique process of engaging fathers, particularly where this has 
been a challenge for some professionals (i.e. domestic violence situations) by employing three 
strategies: individualized services, organizational and practice change, and agency collaboration 
and community capacity building. 

Scott DeWalt 

 

 

Breakout #4 – 9/27/18, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Title Description Presenters 
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Measuring Fidelity for Implementation and 
Evaluation Purposes 

In this session, participants will get the opportunity to learn about how the Family Resource 
Center Association used applied Implementation Science and a multidisciplinary approach to 
develop implementation tools to assess fidelity.  

Patty Velasquez 
 

Changing the Family Legacy: How Children and 
Families Heal from Substance Abuse 

By helping kids learn and cope with family dysfunction and empowering them and their 
caregivers with resiliency skills and hope, children and their families can live happy and healthy 
lives. 

Lindsey Chadwick & 
Kathleen Rhodes 

Pathways to Success: Developing a Model 
Intervention to Prevent Homelessness Among 
Youth Aging Out of Foster Care 

Colorado’s Pathways to Success Demonstration Project is a multi-year, multi-phase project 
awarded through a grant to CDHS, to develop, implement, and test a model intervention aimed 
at reducing homelessness among youth aging out of the foster care system.   

Lanae Davis & 
Denise McHugh 
 

Changing Community Norms to Increase 
Connection and Support 

In this session, learners will review research on families in Colorado, their perception of their 
level of support, and will also become familiar with the Community Norms Toolkit created to 
help community anchors reshape the conversation on how families ask for help. 

EFC Community 
Norms Workgroup 
 

A New Paradigm: Innate Health for Sustained 
Resilience and Well Being (Part 2)  

Part II will explain how delivering services through this paradigm brings back hope and joy to 
the provider as well as well as to the families they serve. 

Mary Martin, 
Christine Heath, 
Judy Sedgeman 

DPALS Parent Advocates In this session, learners will hear an overview of the DPALs program including how our program 
was designed to help families and program data showing how our DPALS program impacts 
communities and families.  

Diane Smith & 
James Smith 

Nurturing Healthy Sexual Development (Part 2) Continued from Part 1 Certified NHSD 
Trainer 

How to Unapologetically Advocate for Children 
Who Have Been Through Trauma 

Parents should be educated on trauma informed practices to support children both in the home 
and outside in the school or community as well as how to discuss and share with teachers, 
coaches, principals, counselors that come into contact with their child.  

Jessica Smolleck 
 

Learning With Love: Implementation and 
Findings on a 2-Gen Approach for Latino Families 
in Rural Colorado (Part 2) 

This workshop will provide an overview of Learning With Love and share Latino dad 
engagement strategies that result in over 75% of dads participating in evening programs with 
their families.   

Elaine Grossman, 
Amanda Tamburro, 
Morgan Jacober, Dr. 
Sara Anne Tompkins 

Strengthening Communities to Prevent Child 
Maltreatment: Lessons from Colorado’s New 
State Framework & Community Planning Process 

This session will allow professionals to further develop their knowledge of prevention planning 
and learn how communities can mobilize action to promote strong families and nurturing 
environments. 

Vani Tangella & 
Karen Trierweiler 
 

Breakout #5 – 9/27/18, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 
Title Description Presenters 

Sustainability Panel In this session, participants will learn to think concretely about sustainability. Topics include 
financial resources, community partnerships, and using data to tell a story (for media, grant 

Panel Presentation 
Facilitator: Kendra 
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applications, public officials).  Dunn 

Parenting in Recovery Meaningful partnerships with parents in recovery can be effectively established using a 
strengths-based approach that acknowledges the impacts of addiction and substance use on 
the family system.  

Anna Neal, Toni 
Miner 

Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse - 
Breaking the Silence to Heal the Family 

This workshop will provide an in-depth perspective of adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse 
and discuss how unresolved issues may play out in family dynamics.  

Dr. Rosenna Bakari 
 

Addressing Financial & Economic Stress in Child 
Maltreatment Prevention 

This workshop will explore the impact of financial and economic stress on clients, caregivers, 
case managers and supporting agencies.  

Shawn Young 
 

Can We Care Too Much?  Fostering Resiliency in 
Our Workforce 

This is a (90) minute workshop that explores the impact of cumulative trauma in the workplace.  
Participants will be able to understand from a personal perspective the differences between 
vicarious trauma, compassion fatigue, and burn-out and explores strategies for self-care, 
professional resilience and organizational support.  

Laura Shipman 
 

Parent Engagement Using Mindfulness Tools and 
Techniques to Support Parental Resilience, 
Responsive Relationships, and Social and 
Emotional Development in Young Children 

Through a series of reflective questions, parents will discuss how mindfulness-based tools and 
techniques have helped to reduce stress, build supportive, responsive relationships with 
themselves, their children, and family, and support the social and emotional development of 
their children. 

Brenda McChesney 
& Parent Panel 
 

Community Showcase: Increasing Access to 
Childcare 

Come listen to two community examples of programs working to increase access to childcare. Panel Presentation 

Support, Connect, and Nurture: Intervention 
designed to support families dealing with 
adverse childhood experiences in a primary care 
setting. 

Participants will learn in detail our model of ACEs integration into a primary care clinic via 
family strengthening and community supports in conjunction with a multidisciplinary team 
approach.  

Noel Baros & Julie 
McCrae 
 

Evaluating Collaboration and Systems 
Approaches to Improving Participant Outcomes: 
Working Together in the San Luis Valley 

Colorado is implementing several two-generation initiatives to combat poverty and improve 
family well-being. The models focus on increasing parents' education and earning capacity 
while supporting their child’s development through parenting support & high-quality child care.  

Julie Becker 
 
 

The Brain Architecture Game The Brain Architecture Game is a tabletop game experience that builds understanding of the 
powerful role of experiences on early brain development – what promotes it, what derails it, 
with what consequences for society. 

Jennifer Garcia 
Rosendo & Ty 
Johnson 

 

Breakout #6 – 9/28/18, 8:30 – 10:00 am 
Title Description Presenters 

Creating Strong Programs through 
Implementation Science and Logic Models 

By clearly defining desired outcomes and gaining an in-depth understanding of the activities a 
program implements to achieve those outcomes, programs will better able to understand their 
current practices and plan long-term strategies to carry out their mission & achieve their goals.  

Maegan Lokteff 
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Recommendations for Addressing the Impact on 
Children of Caregiver Substance Use 

During this session, attendees will learn about the impact on children of caregiver substance 
use--including through a multigenerational lens. In addition to the data and research on the 
topic, this session will include a discussion of policy, systems-level, and program approaches for 
preventing and mitigating the impact on children of caregiver substance use.  

Jade Woodard 
 

Overcoming Barriers to Preventing Child Sexual 
Abuse 

In this course, participants acknowledge barriers to recognizing and responding to a range of 
uncomfortable situations. With an overarching goal of keeping kids safe, this training provides 
an opportunity for groups to discuss the issue of child sexual abuse and its prevention. 

Anne Auld 

The Role of Early Intervention in Building the Five 
Protective Factors 

This session will provide an overview of the early intervention system for infants and toddlers 
birth to two years of age with developmental delays or disabilities and their families.  

Lenita Hartman & 
Moniqua Herrington 

LEADING TO INSPIRE: Infusing Your Passion Into 
Your Work 

In this session participants will engage in small and large group discussion and activities 
designed to explore what it means to bring your authentic passion and energy to your 
leadership role, to develop and communicate a clear and resonant vision for your work, and to 
see your role as serving something greater than yourself.  

Becky Keigan 
 

Colorado's Military Veteran Parents and their 
Partners 

This workshop will describe the parenting experiences and needs of military veteran families 
drawing on a recent study of Colorado parents. Data from a survey and in-depth interviews will 
be used to inform recommendations for improving parenting supports and services. 

Jennifer Bellamy 
 

Promoting Intergenerational Resilience in Low-
Income Families by Assessing and Leveraging 
Benevolent Childhood Experiences (BCEs) 

This workshop will introduce attendees to the Benevolent Childhood Experiences (BCEs) scale, a 
validated clinical instrument that assesses positive early life resources in low-income adults to 
offset the long-term consequences of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) on stress exposure 
and mental health problems in adulthood/parenthood. 

Dr. Angela Narayan 
 

The Power of Home Visiting: A Two Generational 
Approach to Improve Family Outcomes 

Presenters will describe and demonstrate home visitation as a 2gen approach that strengthens 
families, improves child outcomes such as school readiness, and empowers parents.  

Jackie Cordova & 
Rachel Breck 

Training Infant Toddler Specialists To Employ A 
Strengths-Based Model For Coaching Infant And 
Toddler Educators 

This session will describe both a simple relationship based coaching model and the current 
strategies for teaching infant toddler specialists to implement the why, how and what of this 
coaching model.  

Eva Jankovsky & Lisa 
Matter 
 

Can’t vs Won’t: How to determine when an 
individual with brain injury’s behavior is a skill 
deficit vs willful behavior 

This session will present an overview of brain injury in a neuro-developmental framework, 
specifically exploring how executive dis-function impacts behavior.  

Cari Ledger 
 

 


